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sometimes not rigidly enforced. Commonly they owe
their origin to some shocking disaster. The famous Iro-
quois theatre fire in Chicago ten years ago, involving
the loss of nearly six hundred lives, inspired special fire
regulations for theatres all over the land; and from time
to time fires causing large loss of life in factories, hotels,
lodging-houses, or schoolhouses have in one city after
another been starting-points for elaborate fire-prevention
rules in regard to such buildings. To give more than a
rough idea of what these special regulations demand is
scarcely possible here, but some notion of their scope and
tenor may be had from a summary of the usual rules re-
lating to theatres, factories, and tenements.

As a rule the city ordinances now provide that all theatres
Firepreven- shall be of first-class construction, that is to say, built of
theatres. incombustible materials throughout; but, since the scenery,
properties, and other contents cannot easily be rendered
incombustible, strict rules are laid down to prevent panic
and disaster. The exits must be adequate in number,
easily accessible, always lighted, plainly marked, and
their location indicated on the programme, A curtain of
asbestos or other fire-resisting material must be provided
to cut off the stage from the auditorium at a moment's
notice. The aisles must be of liberal width, and no tem-
porary seats may be set in them lest egress be obstructed.
Special rules relate to wiring and to the use of stage lights.
Approved fire-extinguishing appliances must always be
kept in readiness; in some cities the theatres must be
equipped with automatic sprinklers; and it is sometimes
required that a fireman shall be present at every public
performance. Usually the provision is that no theatre
shall obtain its license until all these rules have been com-
plied with.1

1 The best short discussion of this matter is to be found in the chapter
on " Theatres" in J. K Freitag's Fire Prevention and Fire Protect%on
(New York, 1912), pp. 697-739.